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Iron Hoplite sword –Xiphos 

 
I really like this decoration dedicated in honor to the ancient God Dionysius. 

The image of original artifact is not very clear but that what I see is two panthers and I 
connect them with this Olympus God. 
The ancient Greeks believed the panther was one of the favored mounts of the god 
Dionysus. In classical mythology, Dionysus, the god of wine, wears a leopard skin and is 
accompanied by leopards as he travels the earth, teaching the art of wine-making. Because 
the animal was a totemic symbol of Dionysus his priests wore the magical skins in 
representation. Its name in Greek meant “All-beast” referring to the god as “the All” which 



was also another beast version of the divinity, Pan. In the myths and stories of Dionysus the 
panther is a symbol of unleashing desires, and thus the awakening of the kundalini forces. 
The panther symbolizes a time of moving from mere poles of existence to a new life without 
poles or barriers. The panther in a Dionysic manner awakens the unconscious urges and 
abilities that have been closed down. It signals a time of imminent awakening. 
 
 

 
Some images which depict the honor of ancient God Dionysius- in Thracian Bacchus. 

The god Dionysos holding a thyrsos (pine-cone tipped staff), draped with a skin, and accompanied by 
a panther, follows a Satyr with pipes and Bacchante with cymbals in a Bacchic procession.   

 
 

 
Two griffins are the figurative are we can see we guess! 
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I don’t intend to transform the lower decoration of my scabbard because it is looking very 

nice anyway. 
But I decided to do some modeling work and this is the way it may looks like made from wax. 

 

 
 
Our collection of swords, which can be used in re-enacting reconstructions, dedicated to 

before Roman historian period in Balkan peninsular. 
 


